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This presenta on is a report on my current
research‐in‐progress on challenging behaviour
and disability discrimina on law. It considers
the challenges posed to discrimina on law and
policy by people with atypical and diﬃcult
behaviour in the context of changing medical
and scien fic knowledge about such behaviour.
It cri cally examines how these behaviours
come to be labelled as a disability and the role
of law, par cularly an ‐discrimina on law and
criminal law, in regula ng (or protec ng)
divergent behaviour. As a case study, this
research considers the scope, type and
incidence of discrimina on in educa on for
students with behavioural disabili es, and
students whose disability has a behavioural
component. I am collec ng informa on from
state and federal an ‐discrimina on bodies,
legal prac oners and disability ac vists to
complement case law and other public reports
of discrimina on. The project considers
whether current discrimina on law models do
enough to protect the rights of students with
behavioural disabili es to educa on and
inclusion in public life or whether new legal and
policy measures are needed
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