
 

Vacancy: Director of the Alliance for Self Care Research 
 

Owing to the two-yearly rotation of the Directorship of the Alliance for Self Care Research (ASCR) 
Consortium, this position is now vacant.  

The position is open to any members of staff from within the Universities of Aberdeen, Dundee, 
Stirling, or St Andrews who have an interest in Self Care Research. Whilst the post does not currently 
attract any remuneration and would need to be managed within the holders existing workload, it 
does afford the holder the opportunity to build their research leadership skills and to help guide the 
future focus and direction of the Alliance. The Director is supported by a part time administrator and 
by members of the Executive Committee (please see https://ascr.wordpress.com/ ). Interested 
parties should contact Dr Steve MacGillivray (s.a.macgillivray@dundee.ac.uk) or Dr Carol Bugge (for 
informal discussion.  Candidates are asked to submit their current CV and a brief statement (1 page 
maximum) to describe why they are interested in the role.  

The Alliance for Self Care Research (ASCR) is supported by the School of Nursing & Midwifery at the 
University of Dundee, the Division of Applied Health Sciences at the University of Aberdeen, the 
School of Health Sciences at the University of Stirling and the Social Dimensions of Health Institute 
(SDHI) at the Universities of Dundee and St Andrews.   

The original Alliance for Self Care Research (2005-2011), directed by Professor Sally Wyke (now 
University of Glasgow) was one of three consortia in Scotland that was supported by the Scottish 
Funding Council, the Chief Scientist Office, the NHS NES. It involved the nursing, midwifery and allied 
health departments at six universities and their regional NHS health board partners. The main 
purpose of the Alliance is twofold: 1) to undertake research to support self-care and self-
management of health; and 2) to support knowledge exchange relating to self-care and self-
management of health.  

Following the end of the initial funding period, the Alliance was re-launched in 2012 under the 
Directorship of Dr Steve MacGillivray (University of Dundee). Over the past two years the Alliance 
has continued to build on the successes of the original Alliance by developing new collaborations, 
activities and initiatives under its most recent Director, Dr Carol Bugge. The post of Director is now 
vacant and Dr Steve MacGillivray is currently in a caretaker role until the position is filled. 

Timeline: This opportunity is advertised for 4 weeks, applicants should submit their CV and brief 
statement by Friday 8th May 2015.  Applications will be reviewed by the members of the Executive 
Group prior to appointment. Interviews will be conducted if necessary.  
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Director Alliance for Self Care Research:  

Purpose of role:  To consolidate and build upon the successes of the Alliance for Self Care Research 
Consortium, and to guide the Alliance forward over the next two years. 

Role specification: 

The Director will work in conjunction with the core members of the executive group to achieve the 
following: 

1 To ensure continued administrative support for the Alliance  
2 To work in accordance with and to maintain existing governance structures 
3 To Chair and plan Executive Group meetings 
4 To develop strategies that will raise the profile of this Alliance with funders, academic 

and research networks nationally and internationally. 
5 To explore funding opportunities towards sustainability of this Alliance.  
6 To support and facilitate existing workgroups towards submission for external research 

grant funding. 
7 To support and strengthen existing research networks and  wider collaborations with 

key stakeholders 
8 To work towards building future collaborations in Self Care Research both nationally and 

internationally.  
9 To develop PhD studentship opportunities as part of this Alliance. 
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